Evidence shaped health professional education: can we talk about a new paradigm?
This commentary accompanies the publication of several Best Evidence Medical Education systematic reviews together with invited discussion papers on issues of key importance to evidence shaped health professional education. The reviews and papers signify positive developments for the still very young movement where practitioners and policy makers use evidence to help their decision making in health professional education. They provide this commentary with exemplar material to highlight some key points about the process of education systematic review and some of the conceptual and methodological issues presently being discussed by colleagues interested in taking the evidence shaped education movement in a forward direction. These include the need for more funded reviews, greater commitment to question-driven research (primary and secondary) and further debate about power, evidence and change. It is hoped that this will lead to a broader debate, a widening of interest and a deepening of scholarship related to evidence shared health professional education.